
Suggestions for Using One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest with students: 

Where and When: Perry Hall Presentation Room, February 8 at 5:45 p.m. 
Synopsis: Upon arrival at a mental institution, a brash rebel rallies the patients together to take 
on the oppressive Nurse Ratched, a woman more a dictator than a nurse. From the Internet 
Movie Database  Check out the Teachable Events blog. 
 
Questions for students to consider: 

In what ways does the insane asylum represent or mirror normal everyday society? 

Why would someone volunteer to be an inmate in an asylum? 

Is it crazy to pretend to be crazy to avoid something worse? 

Is being considered crazy worse than being seen for who you really are? 

Most people use the term crazy to label someone or something outside the norm? Who sets those 

norms? Are they always the same?  

Do you have to follow the norm to be considered sane? Do you know people who think this way? Does 

Nurse Ratchet remind you of someone who really buys into this view? Is she believable? Are there really 

people like her or is she an exaggerated version of this point of view? 

What earns something the label of crazy in your opinion? Do your friends, family, girl- or boyfriend 

agree with you? Is your definition of crazy consistent or does it change based on context? 

Can you be odd and still be part of the norm? Can you be odd and still not considered to be dangerously 

crazy? 

Why do some people get away with being odd and others don’t? What’s different about the people who 

do get away with it? Does this privilege extent to getting away with other unacceptable behaviors as 

well? If so, what are they? 

Why are some people so willing to conform and others willing to die for their right to be different? 

Who makes a better leader – a conformist or a rebel? 

Do people who don’t choose to follow the norm deserve the same respect and rights as those who do? 

Do people who whose mental illness doesn’t allow them to follow the norm deserve the same respect 

and rights as those who are? 

Concepts: 

 Personal identity 

 Community ideals & pressures 

 Labels 

 Privilege  

 Interpersonal communication: power, choice, & influence 

 Conformity versus rebellion 

 Human rights 

 Mental health 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0073486/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0073486/
http://teachableevents.wordpress.com/february-8-film-one-flew-over-the-cuckoos-nest/

